


#WecanWewillTogether



In our art lessons, children are encouraged to embrace and demonstrate the school value of integrity by being honest and trueto their own creative expressions. 
Integrity in art means that students are encouraged to create original work, express their genuine thoughts and feelings, andnot copy others' ideas. We emphasize the 
importance of making choices that reflect their true selves, whether it's through the colours they select, the techniques they use, or the stories they tell through their 
art. We also teach students to take responsibility for their creations, being proud of their efforts and learning from mistakes without feeling discouraged. This focus on 
integrity helps children not only develop their artistic skills but also build confidence and respect for their own work and the work of others.

In our art lessons, children are encouraged to embody the school value of tenacity by persevering through challenges and never giving up on their creative ideas. 
Tenacity in art means that students are taught to keep trying, even when they encounter difficulties with a project, such as struggling with a technique or not getting 
the result they expected. They learn to approach each task with determination, trying different methods or asking for help when needed, all while maintaining a 
positive attitude. Whether itõs experimenting with new materials or refining their work over time, students are encouraged tostay focused and committed to their 
artistic journey. Through this, they develop resilience and confidence, knowing that persistence leads to growth and improvement in both art and other areas of life.

In our art lessons, children are encouraged to embrace the school value of collaboration by working together to create and share ideas. Collaboration in art allows 
students to learn from one another, share different perspectives, and combine their strengths to produce something unique. Whether they are working on group art 
work, offering feedback on a peer's work, or simply discussing their artistic choices, students learn the importance of listening, supporting each other, and valuing each 
other's contributions. They are encouraged to share materials, offer assistance when a classmate faces challenges, and celebrate each other's successes. By working 
collaboratively, children not only develop their artistic skills but also build strong relationships and a sense of communitywithin the classroom.

In our art lessons, children are encouraged to embrace the school value of ambition by setting personal goals and striving topush the boundaries of their creativity. 
Ambition in art means that students are motivated to challenge themselves, whether it's trying a new technique, experimentingwith unfamiliar materials, or aiming to 
improve their skills from one project to the next. They are encouraged to think big, envisioning their art as a way to express their dreams and ideas, and to take pride 
in their progress, no matter how small. Teachers support students by providing opportunities for them to explore different styles and approaches, helping them build 
the confidence to set higher goals. Through this, children develop a strong sense of purpose and determination, understandingthat ambition in art is not just about 
creating something impressive, but also about continuously striving to grow and improve.

In our school, art is a wonderfully inclusive experience where every child can express themselves creatively. We provide resources appropriate for different 
developmental levels, ensuring that all students, regardless of their abilities, can participate. For instance, some studentsuse Widgit signs and symbols to describe their 
artwork, helping them to communicate their ideas. To evaluate their art, we encourage students to reflect on their work usingvisual aids, like simple charts or images 
that represent different feelings or artistic concepts. This allows every child to understand and express how they feel abouttheir creations, whether they are proud of 
their use of colour, the textures they've explored, or the way they've shaped their ideas. We also provide adapted tools, like larger brushes ortactile materials, so that 
children can work in a way that is most comfortable for them. Ultimately, our goal is for each child to feel free to be creative and individual, allowing them to explore 
art in their own unique way.





Painting Drawing Sculpture Evaluation Artist 
Knowledge



Painting

Exploring colour mixing with primary colours, Holding a paintbrush with control, Making marks with different tools 
(hands, brushes, sponges), Naming basic colours, Exploring texture by adding sand/glue/glitter to paint, Painting from 
imagination and experience.

Selecting appropriate brushes and tools for effect, name all primary colours, Painting with increasing control and intent, 
Beginning to represent real objects or people in paintings, Exploring pattern and shape in paintings, Talking about their 
own and othersõ paintings.

Mix secondary colours independently, Using thick and thin brushes for specific purposes, Experimenting with tints and shades by 
adding white or black, Painting from observation (e.g. fruit, animals), Describing the work of notable artists and using as 
inspiration, Controlling brushwork to fill shapes and apply background, Beginning to plan painting before starting.

Mixing and matching colours for purpose, Using brush techniques to create texture and detail, Evaluating and refining 
painting based on feedback, Exploring warm and cool colours and their emotional effect, Recreating techniques used by 
famous painters, Creating compositions with foreground and background.



Drawing

Making marks using a variety of tools (crayons, chalk, pencils), Holding drawing tools with developing control, Drawing 
from imagination and simple experiences, Exploring different lines (straight, wavy, zigzag), Scribbling with intention and 
purpose, Naming shapes and using them in drawings, To copy an ôI draw, You drawõ modelling from teacher.

Holding drawing tools correctly and with control, Drawing recognizable shapes, people, and objects, Using lines to enclose 
space and create shapes, Adding details to drawings to represent features (e.g. eyes, wheels), Exploring pattern and 
repetition in drawing, Talking about their drawings and the choices they made.

Drawing with a range of tools (graphite, pastels, charcoal), Using line to represent movement, shape, and texture, 
Observational drawing of simple objects (plants, toys), Experimenting with mark-making techniques (dots, dashes, cross-
hatching), Introducing shading to create light and dark, Looking at and responding to famous drawings or illustrators

Using a range of line types for effect (fine, bold, broken), Developing control in shading to show form and shadow, 
Drawing from imagination and observation with increasing accuracy, Planning a drawing and developing ideas through 
sketching, Using texture and pattern purposefully, Studying and replicating techniques used by well-known artists



Sculpture

Exploring malleable materials (playdough, clay, sand), Rolling, pinching, and patting to shape materials, Making simple 3D 
forms from everyday materials, Using hands and basic tools to manipulate material, Talking about what they have made, 
Combining materials for imaginative play

Joining materials together using glue, tape, or simple techniques, Exploring form and space using malleable and recycled 
materials, Creating simple models representing people, animals, or objects, Using tools safely to cut, shape, and add 
texture, Describing the features of their sculptures, Experimenting with construction kits and natural materials

Manipulating clay or similar materials using a variety of tools, Creating simple 3D forms with added detail, Building 
structures by joining and stacking materials, Using sculpture to represent real or imagined forms, Exploring surface texture 
(etching, imprinting), Looking at sculptures and discussing shape, size, and materials

Using a wider range of sculpting tools with control and intention, Developing sculptures from sketches or planning, Adding 
fine detail and texture to enhance form, Constructing 3D work with balance and stability, Evaluating their own and others' 
sculptures, Studying and recreating the work of known sculptors



Evaluation

Talking about what they have made using simple language, Expressing likes and dislikes about their own work, Listening to 
others describe their artwork, Beginning to notice differences in materials and colours, Using words like òbig,ó òround,ó 
òred,ó òsoftó to describe artwork, Responding emotionally to colours and shapes

Explaining what they intended to create, Talking about what they like or would change in their artwork, Responding to 
questions about their choices of colour or materials, Beginning to compare their work to othersõ using simple terms, 
Recognising and naming elements they enjoy in othersõ work, Using language to describe textures, shapes, and techniques

Describing what they have done and why, Identifying what they like and what they might improve, Beginning to use art 
vocabulary (line, shape, colour, texture), Listening and responding to feedback, Comparing their work to that of a known 
artist, Discussing the effect of their artistic choices

Reflecting on the success of their work in meeting their intentions, Suggesting improvements using specific art language, 
Evaluating how materials and techniques were used effectively, Comparing their work critically with that of others, Talking 
about the mood or message of their own and othersõ work, Giving and receiving constructive feedback in peer discussions



Artist 
Knowledge

Looking at pictures of artworks with curiosity, Noticing colours and shapes in famous paintings, Listening to stories or 
simple facts about artists, Responding to art with simple preferences (òI like that oneó), Talking about what they see in 
images (e.g. òThatõs a houseó), Exploring art books or images during play

Recognising that people called artists create pictures and sculptures, Learning simple facts about artists (e.g. name, something
they painted), Talking about what they notice in an artwork (e.g. colour, pattern), Beginning to recognise the style of a familiar 
artist, Creating artwork inspired by a shown artist, Using simple language to describe art (e.g. bright, messy, smooth)

Naming some known artists and their artworks, Recognising styles or techniques of artists (e.g. Yayoi Kusamaõsspots), 
Talking about how an artwork makes them feel, Identifying similarities or differences between their work and that of 
artists, Exploring how artists use colour, shape, or line, Using an artistõs work to inspire their own

Describing key facts about a range of artists and their styles, Understanding that artists work in different times, places, and 
cultures, Talking about reasons why an artist might make certain choices, Explaining how an artist has influenced their own work, 
Recognising different genres (e.g. portraits, landscapes, abstract), Comparing artistsõ work using simple art vocabulary



Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Nursery Me and My Celebrations - Paint
Artist - Jackson Pollock

People who help us - Drawing
Artist - LS Lowry

Down on the farm - Sculpture
Artist - Pablo Picasso

Reception Nursery Rhyme Land - Drawing
Artist - Frida Kahlo

Superheroes- Painting
Artist -Eric Carle

At the bottom of the garden - Sculpture.
Artist - Joan Danziger

Year 1 DT Focus
Toys- Painting -

Pointillism
Artist - Georges Seurat

DT Focus
Castles- Clay ð

Sculpture
Artist - Yayoi Kasuma

DT Focus

Seaside- Landscapes-
Drawing

Artist - Stephen 
Wiltshire

Year 2

Pirates- Painting -
Seascapes

Artist - Katasushi
Hokusai

DT FOCUS
Pioneers- Sketching-

Portraits
Artist - Anna Bregman

DT FOCUS
Beyond Britain - India -

Sculpture
Artist - Nick Mackman

DT FOCUS





Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Nursery Me and my celebrationsñWassilyKandinsky

Exploring tools and media for art for correct and safe use. 

Pencil, chalk, crayons-

Drawing lines horizontally and verticallyðmodel how to hold a pencil correctly to go from top to bottom and side to side. 
Teach how to follow a dotted line and then how to go from a green to red dot. Show children drawing lines on colouring 
sheet, chalk and blackboards, chalking lines on the floor of the playground leaves falling off Autumn trees, green apple to 
red apple. Free mark making for experimenting, scribbling.

Paint, paint brushes

Model selecting colours, how to hold a paintbrush, dip the brush into the paint and wipe off excess. Model how to mark 
marks on paper with paint to draw lines, shapes and how to fill a space with colour (link to drawing and colouring on the 
clevertouch, painting outlines of favourite things e.g. TV characters. Free paint exploring using fingers, brushes, rollers, 
sponges etc.

Playdough, rolling pin, playdough cutters, squeeze

Dough discoñ Sharing the dough disco book with the childrenñeach time you learn a new skill introduce it with the 
book. Warm up fingers before starting, Teacher models:  Taking a small amount of play dough and squeezing it in one 
hand then the other. Taking two bits of play dough and squeezing it in each hand. Model language open and close. We 
do together: Adult to model at the same time the children complete dough disco to music. Child does: Children to explore 
dough after completing the activity.ñRepeat this process throughout the Autumn Term with each skill for using the 
dough.  Opportunities to explore making things with playdoughðmake them and family members, roll sausages, explore 
using cutters people. 

Paper, collage, Glue sticks  and spreadersñModel to the children how to spread a glue stick (take lid off, wind glue up, 
glue/stick, wind glue down, lid on) and PVA glue/spreaders (Dip spreader in glue, spread on paper, stick and wipe glue 
spreader) - give the opportunity to explore this in different ways. Glue different materials to a piece of paper/junk 
modelling.

Mixed media facesñSing heads shoulders knees and toes. Explain to the children that today we are going to be making 
our faces. Talk about the different parts of our face, can the children point to their eyes, nose, ears, mouth, hair, chin 
cheeks? Looking in the mirrors and talking about their features what colour is their hair/eyes? - Children to use a variety 
of media to create their own face. Discuss with the children their face, what colours do they need? What features do they 
have on their face? Encourage the children to use wet glue and spreaders wiping the excess glue off before putting it onto 
the item that they are sticking. Model talking about the different parts of teachers face including hair colour, eye colour 
etc. Adult to model how to complete each part with the children completing as a shared picture For those children who 
are ready they can paint their own mouth/eyes, nose independently.

Fireworks- Flick painting-toothbrush, paintbrush ArtistñJackson Pollock and story Jackson Pollock splashed paint and 
wasnõt sorryñshare the Jackson Pollock story with the children. Look at the colours, the splat marks, what does it look 
like, size of splats, Children will recreate Jackson Pollock style firework pictures by flicking paint and using pipettes filled
with paint. Model how to fill a pipette with paint by squeezing the end and how to flick paint off a paintbrush by dipping 
it into paint and moving their hand back and fourth. Children will name and select the colours that they would like to 
choose for their work. Show the children how to mix coloursðchildren to explore mixing however they want and see what 
colours they make.

2paintðsplatñsee Computing overview

Diwali and Bonfire Night- Printing toilet tubes, Scissorsñmake snips , PrintingñModel to the children how to hold a 
toilet roll tube and open and close the scissors in their other hand to make small snipsñchildren could have a dot as a 
guideline if needed for where to stop cutting. When children have made their snips show them how to fold the snips back 
so that the tube looks (a bit like a spider) dip the snipped end of the tube into paint with children naming and selecting 
their own colours for their work.

Christmas-

People  who help us

ArtistÕLS Lowry

Look at LS Lowry artÖwhat do you like, what do you see, what have they used. Put up pictures of his work in 

different areas for the children to recreate in different ways (in mud kitchen to create out of natural objects etc.)

¶Purple mash - Shopping basketÖsee computing overview

¶Using I draw, you draw, draw and shape and name it then draw it together. After practicing, encourage 

ej`alaj`aj_a8 ×?]j ukq `n]s ] pne]jcha kj ukqn ksj;Ø ?]j pdau atlhkna pdeo sepd `ebbanajp ia`e]; 

Pastels, chunky chalks, charcoal, crayons, wax crayons, pencils. Evaluation -Through questioning can the 

children tell you what they have done?

¶Drawing buildingsÖ Hkkg ]p pda ^qeh`ejco ej HksnuÚo ]np* sd]p od]lao _]j pdau oaa; Qoejc E `n]s* ukq `n]s* 

ik`ah `n]sejc ] ^qeh`ejc j]iejc pda l]npo ]o ukq `n]s, ×EÚi ckejc pk `n]s ] ^qeh`ejc sepd sej`kso 

]j` ] nkkb,Ø =bpan ln]_pe_ejc* aj_kqn]ca ej`alaj`aj_a8 ×?]j ukq `n]s ] dkqoa kj ukqn ksj;Ø, Cera 

support but allow exploration.  Can they explore this with different media? Pastels, chunky chalks, 

charcoal, crayons, wax crayons, pencils. Evaluation -Through questioning can the children tell you what 

they have done?

¶Drawing vehiclesÖ Look at different types of vehiclesÖusing I draw you draw, model drawing different 

rade_hao pd]p laklha sdk dahl qo `nera, ×EÚi ckejc pk `n]s ] bena ajceja, EpÚo ] ^ec na_p]jcha sepd sdaaho,Ø 

Break it down into shapes and have the children copy each shape. Give opportunity to go and do 

themselves and replicate what was taught. Can they explore this with different media? Pastels, chunky 

chalks, charcoal, crayons, wax crayons, pencils. Evaluation -Through questioning can the children tell you 

what they have done?

¶Copying adult models of peopleÖQoejc E `n]s* ukq `n]s ik`ah `n]sejc laklha sdk dahl qo, ×Benop ] _en_ha 

bkn pda da]`* pdaj ] ^k`u,Ø Qoa oeilha od]lao, J]ia ^k`u l]npo ]o ukq ck, Cera pda kllknpqjepu pk ck 

and do themselves and replicate what was taught. Ask the children if they can add detailÕ×?]j ukq ]`` 

] d]p kn ^]`ca;Ø ?]j pdau atlhkna pdeo sepd `ebbanajp ia`e]; L]opaho* _dqjgu _d]hgo* _d]n_k]h* _n]ukjo* 

wax crayons, pencils. Evaluation -Through questioning can the children tell you what they have done?

¶Qoejc pda _deh`najÚo ]np _na]pa ] cnkql HO Hksnu ÙLaklha Sdk Dahl QoÚ o_aja kj ] `eolh]u ^k]n` bkn ]hh pk oaa, 

Evaluation -Through questioning can the children remember what they did for each part?

Down on the farm

IllustratorÕI love animals book

¶Recap how to hold a paint brush, scraping off excess and washing brush to change colour.

¶Recap shapes, Using I paint you paint, model painting shapes naming them as you go along.ÕAfter practicing, 

aj_kqn]ca ej`alaj`aj_a8 ×?]j ukq l]ejp ] pne]jcha kj ukqn ksj;Ø ?]j pdau atlhkna pdeo sepd `ebbanajp _khkqno ]j` 

sizes? Evaluation -Through questioning can the children tell you what they have done? Can they tell you what they 

like about their work?

¶Read the book I love animals by Flora McDonnellÕwhat animals can they spot? Using I paint you paintÖmodel 

l]ejpejc `ebbanajp ]jei]ho bnki pda ^kkg qoejc oeilha od]lao, =bpan ln]_pe_ejc* aj_kqn]ca ej`alaj`aj_a8 ×?]j ukq 

l]ejp ] pne]jcha kj ukqn ksj;Ø ?]j pdau atlhkna pdeo sepd `ebbanajp _khkqno ]j` oevao; Ar]hq]pekj -Through 

questioning can the children tell you what they have done? Can they tell you what they like about their work?

¶Model to the children painting a scene form the Three Little Pigs using mixed media. Paint sky and grass using white to 

make it lighter. Stick three little pigs where they wants then and straw, sticks and thumb print bricks for houses.

Sculpture

ArtistÕPablo Picasso 

Introduce playdough techniques, using I do you doÕmodel the following-

¶Balling: Take a small piece of playdough, roll it between your hands. Can they make a big ball/small ball?

¶Sausaging: Roll the playdough back and forth. Can they make it short/long?

¶Poking: Use your finger to poke the dough.

¶Rolling: Use the palms to roll the dough flat

¶Smacking: Gently smack the dough to flatten it. How thin can they flatten it?

¶Twisting: Roll the dough into a rope and twist it.

¶Pressing and Squeezing: Use your fingers to press or squeeze the dough. Using pinching fingers, pinch around the outside 

of a flattened piece of dough.

Allow children time to explore these techniques independently and encourage them to explain what they have done. What 

shapes did they make and how did they do it?

Show each tool: a rolling pin for flattening, cutters for shapes, pointy tools for texture, etc. Using I do you doÕModel using 

each tool correctly. Model flattening shapes with the rolling pin, using different cutters and ask them what shape it has 

made and using pointy tools to make marks/small patterns into the dough. Encourage the children to explore using these 

independently , asking them what tool they are going to pick and what shapes they made.

Show a picture of a Picasso portrait. What can they see and what do they like?

Demonstrate making a face with exaggerated features using playdough like this-

Allow the children to create their own troll faces, children can use reference pictures or mirrors to help them understand the 

features of the face. EvaluationÕwhat did the children like about their work? Can they tell you what they did? Can they 

tell you what colours they used?



Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Reception Drawing and Portrait

Artist focus ªFrida Kahlo

TALK TIME- Get the children to look at people around the class and use 

a mirror to look at themselves and discuss about shapes and lines that 

are on their friends faces (e.g. face circle, eyebrows curved line) 

Lesson One- Hkkg ]p Bne`] G]dhkÚo skng - what do the children see? 

What do they like? What colours can they see? Scribe around a picture 

of it in their sketchbook.

Lesson Two- I draw you draw- Drawing featuresÕguide children to draw 

oval shape for face, then look at different features and where they are 

on their faceÕuse I draw you draw to draw these onto their face.

Lesson Three- Add colours and detailsÕusing crayon children to choose 

skin colour and other colours to add detailsÕadd hair what does their 

hair look like is it curly/straight, do they have freckles or glasses?

Lesson Four- Modelled by teacher but children can choose what they 

would like for their version- Get the children to add a simple background 

or top of should for clothes.

TALK TIME Õchildren talk about their portrait and display them on a 

^k]n` ej _h]oonkki ÙKQN =I=VEJC B=?AOÚ

Christmas CardÖ

Children to choose different designÕsnowman, Christmas tree, Santa. 

Using any material or technique to create it.

Traditional Tales

Painting and stories

Artist focus ªEric Carle

TALK TIMEªHkkg ]p Ane_ ?]nhaÚo skng - what do the children see? What 

do they like? What colours can they see? Scribe on sugar paper and 

upload to Seesaw.

STORY TIME- Quick story recap of Little Red Riding HoodÕwhere is the 

story set, what can they see in the forest? What colours can they see? 

Scribe on sugar paper and upload to Seesaw.

Lesson One- Experiment colour mixing for the colours they will need 

(green, brown, light blue)- do swatches in their sketchbooks using paint 

brushes, dabbing with sponges/rollers.

Lesson Two- In sketchbooksÕmodel creating the landscape setting, sky, 

forest floor and path. Element of choiceÕhow much sky, where their path 

is, introduce the word horizonÕwhere the sky and ground meet.

Lesson Three- Explore making the trees, painting brown tree trunks in 

sketchbooks in different shades of brown and select ones for their final 

designÕwhy do they like it (teacher to scribe in books)

Lesson Four- Children to add these onto their design using separate piece 

of paperÖcut and stick them onto the final piece to create layers.

ÙEj pda c]n`ajÚ- Sculpture and collage

Artist focus ª

TALK TIME - Look at different sculptures, including in the local area. 

Look at sculptures of mini-beastsÖWhat is it made of? What is it? How 

is it made? Do they like/dislike it? Are they flat to the paper like other 

art work or are they 3D? What shapes can you see? Scribe on sugar 

paper and upload to Seesaw.

Lesson One- Playdough skillsÕmodel to the children and then give them 

the opportunity to exploreÕroll, twist, scrape, stretch, pinch and flatten.

Lesson Two- Model basic shaping and attaching techniquesÕpressing 

pieces together, making hole and pinching together. Practice how to 

make the legs/shell and other features of different mini-beasts.

Lesson Three- With a teacher based on ability level children make a mini-

beast of their choiceÕdifferentiate based on how they are going to make 

itÖchildren can choose caterpillar, worm, butterfly, bee, spider and snail.

Lesson Four- Children to paint their sculpture (mix paint and PVA)- have 

out pictures  and mini-beast plastic toys for referenceÕtalk about what 

size brushes you would use for the details, would you use a big brush for 

the legs?

TALK TIME -Peer assessmentÕdifferent sculptures around the classroom 

children to go and stand by the one they like best and say why.

Bug Book -

¶Joining paperÕjoin three piece of paper to create a worm.

¶Henry Matisse snail

¶Bubble wrap printing for honey comb

¶Weaving for spider

¶Rolls of paper to make a caterpillar put on a leaf and hole punch it



Autumn 1 Autumn 2 

Toys «Painting «Pointilism

Inspiration ñArtist ñGeorges SeuratñA Sunday on La Grande 

Jatte. 1884-1886

Additional Artists ñMondrian ñPrimary Colours

Paul Klee Separation in the Evening (1922)

Spring 1 Spring 2 

Castlesñ SculptureñClay

Inspiration ñArtist ñYayoi Kusama

The Pumpkin ð2016, A bouquet of love I saw in the universeñ2021

Summer 1 Summer 2 

Inspiration ñArtist ñStephen Wiltshire

Year 

One

DT FocusÖ

mechanisms

Ö sliders 

and levers

moving 

pictures

Toys/Christmas

- Discuss colour with the childrenÖnames of colours/shades of colours they 

know and how artists work with coloursÖintroduce primary colours and 

what they areÖlook at Mondrian artworkÖpaint the primary colours 

kjpk ] _khkqn sdaah ]j` pdaj na_na]pa okia kb Ikj`ne]jÚo skng

- Recap work on colour and primary colours and introduce secondary 

coloursÖmixing focus to explore using primary colours to make secondary 

colours. 

-Introduce Georges Seurat and explore the painting A Sunday on La 
Grande Jatte. 1884-1886 evaluate his work and methods-tools, effects, 

moods etc. and use of coloursñcolour mix to make brown and then create 
a pointillism teddy drawing the teddy first trialling cotton buds and finger 

tips to apply the paint in layered dots

-Recap work on Primary and Secondary colours and explore how colours 
can be changed using tintingñexplore Paul Klee Separation in the Evening 

(1922) - and painting strips of colour making tints

Children will design their Christmas card e.g. tree scene, snowman scene 
etc.

-Recap Georges Seurat and his painting A Sunday on La Grande Jatte. 
1884-1886ñremind of the methods used to create the painting in the 

style of pointillism. 

-children to evaluate their Christmas cardñdesign, overall look, technique 
etc. 

-CalendarsñOver a couple of lessons children will  create a 4 seasons 
calendar using skills from last year and this year in Artñpointillism 

sunflower, leaf rubbing in Autumn colours, drawingñdraw a snowman 
scene, tissue paper scrunched Easter egg.

DTÖ

focus on 

fixingsÖ

make a 

shield

Explore tints, shades and tones link to Paul KleeÖseparation in the morningÖtints painting lines 

straight into books, 

Throughout evaluate methods and shapes preferred 

Shades and tonesÖreplicating scales and eyes of a dragon by finishing a picture using wax crayon, 

pastels, pencil crayons

Focus on scalesÖrepeated patternÖuse pictures of different shapes of scalesÖchildren to continue 

the scale pattern including shades, tones, tints using mixed media wax crayon, pastels, pencil 

crayons, water colour pencil and paper

?klu ]j` na_na]pa ] le_pqna kb ] `n]ckjÚo auaÖlooking at size shape, line, pattern, colours, mixed 

media using mixed media wax crayon, pastels, pencil crayons, water colour pencil  and paper

Create shadow with scalesÖrepeated pattern using a range of media wax crayon, pastels, pencil 

crayons, water colour pencil  and paper

Look at Yayoi Gqo]i]Úowork and evaluate it through discussionÖ@n]s ] _kilhapa `n]ckjÚo aua 

and colour using chosen media based on evaluations throughout the pre-work and label

Recap previous work with clay and discuss sculptureÖpractise  this using play dough rolling 

balls/creating shapes of scales, using tools and how to layer these onto a flattened piece with 

partners.

Create dragon eye using all practised techniques and learning how to fix clay together using water. 

Once dryÖpaint the eye using colour mixing and tinting techniques and evaluate the finished piece.

. Introduce Stephen Wiltshire. Talk about what the children can 

see in his pictures. Identify common themesÕlandscapes, 

buildings  etc.

Explore a range of landscapes, look at the landscape of London 

(CC Link) Õbaseline assessment draw into sketchbooks

Follow GrammarsaurusÕMonochromatic lesson 1Õchildren to 

be introduced to lines and shapes, holding the pencil in various 

ways to create lighter lines and then valueÕshading 

light/medium/dark.

Looking at a simple landscapeÕtalk about positive/negative 

space. Look at the shapes created and seen in the landscape. 

Notice the proportion of shapesÕe.g. tree is small than a 

mountain. 

Practice replicating part of a landscape/cityscape focussing on 

proportion, line, shape and value.

Look at previous work and evaluate what they have doneÕ

ready for final piece.

I do, You doÕLighthouse Keepers Lunch landscape.

2 lessons- Children to create a seaside landscape, including 

lighthouse, cliff, sea, boats etc but independentÕindividualised. 

Peer evaluationÕusing widgit sheet and questions.



Autumn 1 

Pirates«Painting «Seascapes                           

Inspiration ñArtist ñ

Katsushika Hokusai 

The Great Wave Off Kanagawa

Autumn 2 Spring 1

Pioneersñ SketchingñPortraits

Inspiration ñArtist  Anna Bregman

Spring 2 Summer 1 

Beyond BritainñIndia

Artist ñNick Mackman

Summer 2 

Year 

Two

-Look at Katsushika Hokusai as an artistÖbasic 

information about his life and style as an artist. 

Explore the painting The Great Wave Off 
Kanagawa. Experiment with colour, texture and 
movement(directions of paint), select colours and 
techniques (sponge, brush work, dabbing) on a 

page in sketchbooks.

- Split page into two horizontally and practice 
drawing a wave shape from the right and then 
from the left and select which side they would 
like their wave to come from for final piece.

-Look back at The Great Wave Off Kanagawa 
and discuss the colours and textures of the sky. 
Consider how these could be created. Draw a 

wave onto a page in their book. Explore painting 
a background with a water colour wash very 
light across the whole page (wave included).

-Paint their waveñmixing colours of blue and 
using strokes of each colour, start off with very 
light blue, then dark light blue, teal (blue and 

green and white) and then dark blueðless strokes 
as you change the colour. Demonstrate how 

these strokes go with the shape of the wave to 
create movement.

-Half the page horizontallyñPractice drawing 
ships using I draw you draw at the top using a 
video. Then children to have a go independently 

underneath.

-Draw pirate ship onto wave using charcoal 
pencils (this can be put anywhere the children 

would like) - think about proportion and size of 
the ship compared to the wave. Children can 

then add the rest of their detailðoil paint waves 
with sponge to add texture.

- Evaluate finished piece. Put signs on the floor of 
(working towards, On track, Above On track) 

children to one by one put their art work where 
they think they are working. Teacher to then 

explain the objective again. And see if children 
think they have achieved it.

DT main focus

ArtÖChristmas 

Wax resist Christmas tree cards

ÖCreate wash background with 

wax crayon stars/snow etc drawn 

on first, use a template to draw 

around trees in wax crayon and add 

patterns, 

-add trees to the background using 

sticky fixers

-add glitter around the trees and 

border of the paper

Calendars

-Recap colour mixing and tintingÖ

on a circle template mix colours to 

show gradual change of seasonsÖ

blend green to yellow, to orange, to 

red, to purple to blue using 

fingers/cotton buds to blend colours

-Recap work on fine detail painting 

paintingÖtypes of brushes for 

blocks of colour and fine detail 

branchesÖPaint tree on the front of 

the season wheel background

-Explore frames for artwork and how 

this can add a finish touch and focus 

your eye onto the art producedÖ

children to then add a border 

around the outside of their calendar 

in card. Remind children of work in 

year one to make levers and show 

how to make a moving arrow to 

point to seasonsÖchildren complete 

this on their calendar.

Sketching«Portraits

Look at AnnaBregmanas an artistÖbasic information about her 

life and style as an artist. Givethe children a selection of her art 

pieces and children can label things that they see. What type of 

]npeop eo oda; Sd]p `kao dan ]np hkkg hega; ×E _]j oaaÎØ Ÿ e.g. lots 

kb ^kh` hejao* okbp hejao* od]`ejc* ]j` l]ppanjo, ×Oda qoaoÎØ Ÿ e.g. 

laj_eh* lajo* _d]n_k]h, ×Dan le_pqnao i]ga ia baahÎØ Ÿ e.g. happy 

/ calm / excited. Children to choose one image out of the selection 

and state why it is their favourite, why they like it- encourage to 

use subject vocabulary.

-Explore what a portrait is, different ways these have been created 

by artists and famous works.  - Explore pencil drawn portraits and 

how these have been completedÖwhat techniques of sketchingÖ

shape/tone etc. can you see?

-Practise skills for creating a portraitÖdrawing initial outline and 

adding very light horizontal and vertical lines to aid feature 

placement, apply skills from previous work on sketching to add 

the features to a face, lines, thickness, style, tone, combining 

shapes faint lines to begin etc.Ö

Introduce how to draw each featureÖone per lessonÕchildren to 

look at how to draw eyes, how to draw a nose and how to draw a 

mouth.

Create a self portrait

-Evaluate portrait techniques, effects, createdñwhich worked well, 
which facial features/techniques need more practise, what would 

you change and why?

-practise session for facial features recreating shapes using faint 
guides, shading techniques etc. to improve portrait drawing

-Create motherõs day portrait with a choice of media and using a 
range of practised techniques to create their work. 

Motherõs day cardsñpaper quilled hearts

DT main focus ¶Look at the artist Nick Mackman. What does he do? Kind of artist is he? Look at some of his 

sculptors and ask the children which ones they like. Create a page in sketch books about Nick 

Mackman. Include his name, what kind of artist he is, some of his art work.

¶Recap work from year one sculpting (dragon eyes) and look at manipulating clay. Using playdough 

practice the following techniques in a variety of sizesÖrolling sausages, rolling balls and then 

flattening them, shaping ears (pointy, round big small), long sausage shapes with a point on 

one end, large flat surfaces (for wings). With each shape they create talk about what part of 

an animal this might make. Practice using the modelling tools to create different marks on the 

clay to represent different animal textures. Practice joining the different shapes with water. 

This lesson is not making an animal it is practicing techniques.

¶Look at Nick I]_gi]jÚowork and discuss the different types of animals he makes, look at the 

shapes he has created. In sketchbooks get the children to design the animal they are going to 

make out of clay. Get the children to label the shapes each part is going to be and the 

technique they practiced last week they will use for example the legs would be sausages. Label 

if what colours they are going to paint it with, it they are going to use modelling tools to 

make the marks of the fur or paint the print onto the animal.

¶Using the techniques from previous weeks children make there desired animal, joining the different 

parts with water and making texture marks.

¶Look at the animal print on Nick I]_gi]jÚosculptures, raise discussion about what colours have 

been used for different animals and what prints each animal has. In sketchbooks children 

practice different types of animal print, one being the animal print they will be painting onto 

their animal. Children will have a picture of the animal print and they will first draw the 

pattern and then paint it. Example below. 

¶Children will paint their sculptures using the pattern from their books. Mix the paint with PVA glue 

prior to the lesson this will give it a glossy finish and help it be vibrant on the clay.

¶?deh`naj sehh laan ar]hq]pa pdaen skng, Lqp a]_d _deh`Úo o_qhlpqna kj ] lea_a kb l]lan* _deh`naj pk 

walk around and write one thing they like about each others work in green pencil and one 

thing they think they can improve on with blue pencil. Children can work in groups doing this, 

put photo on seesaw.

DT main focus

CC link to Art sculpture 

making 3d hanging 

animal mobiles





This document shows how substantive, declarative (knows that)and procedural 
(knows how to) knowledge develops in Art across the school.

Breakdown or Knowledge and Skills.xlsx






































Area of Nursery/The Hub Reception Year One Year Two

Design What are you making?
What colours and materials 
do you want to use?
How will you start your 
picture or model?
Can you tell me what youõre 
doing?
What shape or line will you 
make next?
What tools do you need to 
help you?
How does it feel when you 
use that material?
What do you like about 
your work?
What could you try next 
time?

What do you want your 
picture or model to look 
like?
How will you make it?
Which materials will you 
choose and why?
What happens if you mix or 
change something?
How can you make it 
stronger or more colourful?
What do you notice about 
the shapes and lines youõve 
used?
Who or what inspired your 
design?
What would you change if 
you did it again?
Can you tell me what part 
you are most proud of and 
why?

What is your design idea and 
what do you want it to show?
What materials or tools will 
work best for your idea?
How will you put your pieces 
together or arrange your design?
What problems did you solve 
while you were making it?
How does your design link to the 
artist or theme you studied?
What would make your design 
even better or clearer?
How did you make choices about 
colour, shape, and pattern?
How does your work make you 
feel?
What would you do differently 
next time to improve your 
design?

What is the purpose of your design 
and who is it for?
How does your plan show your 
ideas clearly?
How did you adapt or change your 
design as you worked?
What techniques or materials 
worked best for your idea?
How have you made your design 
original or different?
What did you learn from looking 
at other artistsõ designs?
How does your finished work 
compare with your plan?
What message or feeling were you 
trying to show through your 
design?
If you could redesign it, what 
would you change and why?



Area of Nursery/The Hub Reception Year One Year Two

Create What are you making today?
How does it feel when you 
paint/draw/build?
What colours or materials do 
you like using?
Can you show me how you 
made that mark or shape?
What happens when you mix 
those colours together?
What does your picture or 
model show?
Who or what are you thinking 
about while you make it?
What do you like most about 
what you made?
Would you like to make another 
one the same or different?

What are you trying to show or 
make in your picture?
How will you use your materials 
to show your idea?
What will you do first, next, and 
last?
Why did you choose those 
colours, shapes, or textures?
How can you change your work 
if you want it to look different?
What happens if you use a 
different tool or material?
What did you enjoy most while 
making this?
How does your artwork make 
you feel?
What do you want people to see 
or notice when they look at it?

What inspired your idea for this 
artwork?
How did you decide what 
materials and techniques to use?
What did you do to make your 
idea stand out?
How did you change or improve 
your work as you made it?
How did you use line, shape, 
colour, or texture to create your 
picture?
What was tricky while you were 
making this, and how did you 
solve it?
How is your artwork similar to 
or different from the artistõs 
work we looked at?
How does your artwork make 
you feel now itõs finished?
If you made it again, what 
would you do differently?

What message or feeling were you 
trying to show in your artwork?
How did you choose the techniques 
or materials that would work best?
What changes did you make as you 
were creating, and why?
How does your work show your 
own ideas and imagination?
What have you learned about how 
to use colour, texture, or shape to 
express yourself?
How did you make your work 
different from your first plan or 
idea?
What part of your work are you 
most proud of, and why?
How do you think your artwork 
could be displayed or shared with 
others?
If you could teach someone else 
how to make your artwork, what 
would you tell them?



Area of Nursery/The Hub Reception Year One Year Two

Evaluate What did you make?
Can you tell me about 
your picture or model?
What do you like about 
it?
How does it make you 
feel when you look at 
it?
What colours or shapes 
did you use?
Which part is your 
favourite?
Who did you make it 
for?
What would you like to 
make next time?
Do you like your friendõs 
picture? Why?

What do you like best 
about what you made?
How did you make that 
part?
What worked well in your 
artwork?
What might you change or 
do differently next time?
What did you find tricky 
or easy?
How do you feel when you 
look at your finished 
work?
Which tools or colours 
helped you most?
What do you notice about 
your friendõs or the artistõs 
work?
What is the same or 
different about yours and 
theirs?
Why do you think the 
artist chose those colours 
or shapes?

What do you think 
worked really well in your 
art?
What part are you most 
proud of, and why?
If you made it again, 
what would you do 
differently?
How did your ideas 
change as you worked?
What techniques helped 
you achieve your idea?
What could you add or 
change to make your 
work even better?
How does your artwork 
make you feel, and why?
What do you notice 
about the artistõs work 
compared to your own?
What do you like about 
other peopleõs art, and 
what gives you ideas for 
next time?

What did you want to show in 
your artwork, and do you think 
you did it well?
What choices did you make that 
worked best?
How did you adapt your work as 
you went along?
What skills or techniques did you 
use successfully?
If you could change one thing, 
what would it be and why?
How do you think other people 
will respond to your artwork?
What do you notice about how 
the artist created their work?
What do you think the artist was 
trying to show or make you feel?
What have you learned from this 
project that you will use next 
time?
How does your artwork show 
your own ideas or feelings?



Area of Nursery/The 
Hub

Reception Year One Year Two

Technical 
Knowledge

What are you using to 
make your picture?
How does that tool feel 
when you use it?
What happens when you 
press hard or softly?
Can you show me how 
you made that mark?
What happens if you use 
a different colour or 
brush?
How can you make your 
lines go up and down or 
round and round?
What do you notice when 
you mix these two colours 
together?
Which material is sticky, 
soft, rough, or smooth?
How does the paint, 
chalk, or crayon move on 
the paper?
Can you tell me what you 
used to make it?

What tools or materials will 
help you make your idea?
How do you use your brush 
or pencil carefully?
What happens when you add 
more water or more paint?
How can you make your lines 
thicker, thinner, longer, or 
shorter?
Which brush will work best 
for your picture?
How can you make a light or 
dark colour?
What happens if you layer 
colours or mix them together?
What happens if you press 
harder or lighter with your 
pencil or crayon?
How did you make your 
collage or sculpture stay 
together?
What can you do if your 
material doesnõt stick or bend 
the way you want it to?

What is a primary colour?
What is a secondary colour?
How do we mix colours?
What colour do you make when you mix 
these colours?
What is a tint?
How can you make colours lighter or darker?
Can you name these colours?
How can you clean a brush?
How much paint should I put on my brush?
What materials or tools are best for this task, 
and why?
How do different materials behave when you 
use them?
How can you create texture or pattern using 
your tools?
What happens when you mix different media 
(for example, paint and collage)?
How can you show light and dark in your 
drawing or painting?
Which brush or pencil will help you show 
detail or big areas?
How can you make something look rough, 
smooth, shiny, or soft?
How can you join or fix materials securely?
How can you change your technique to 
improve control or effect?
What do you notice about how the artist has 
used their materials?

What is a primary colour?
How could you create tints?
How do you create secondary colours?
What is pointillism?
How can you use shapes to help with 
sketching? 
What is sculpture?
What is sketching?
What is texture?
How do we create texture?
How can you use different techniques to 
show shape, pattern, or texture?
How can you create tone (light and dark) 
in your work?
What effect does layering paint, collage, or 
drawing materials have?
How can you use different brushstrokes or 
tools to show movement or texture?
What materials will give you the best 
result for your idea, and why?
How can you mix or blend colours 
accurately?
What happens when you combine 
materials like paint, pastel, and pencil 
together?
How can you use lines or marks to show 
detail and form?
What did you do to make your sculpture 
or collage strong and secure?
How does understanding your tools help 
you make your art look the way you want?



Area of Nursery/The 
Hub

Reception Year One Year Two

Artists and 
Craft Makers

Who made this picture 
or sculpture?
What can you see in 
this artwork?
What colours or shapes 
can you find?
Do you like this 
picture? Why or why 
not?
How does it make you 
feel when you look at 
it?
What do you notice 
that is the same or 
different from your own 
art?
What do you think the 
artist used to make it ð
paint, chalk, or 
something else?
Can you make your 
own art like this?
What did the artist use 
lots of ðlines, circles, 
people, colours?
Which part do you like 
the best?

What do you notice 
about how the artist has 
made their picture?
What colours has the 
artist used, and why do 
you think they chose 
them?
How is their art different 
from yours?
Can you spot patterns, 
textures, or layers in this 
picture?
What materials do you 
think they used?
What do you think the 
artist wanted to show or 
make you feel?
What do you like best 
about this artistõs work?
How can we make our 
own art in this style?
Does this remind you of 
anything you have seen 
or made?
Can you tell me which 
artistõs work this looks 
like?

What do you notice about the way 
this artist creates their work?
What materials, colours, or marks has 
the artist used?
How does this artistõs work make you 
feel?
What patterns or shapes can you see 
in this picture?
What is similar or different between 
these artistsõ styles?
What technique do you think the artist 
used (painting, printing, pointillism, 
drawing)?
How can you make your own art like 
Georges Seurat, using small dots?
What shapes and colours did Paul Klee 
use to make his designs?
What repeating patterns did Yayoi 
Kusamacreate?
How does Stephen Wiltshire show 
buildings and details in his drawings?
Which artistõs work do you like the 
most and why?
How are artists and designers a bit 
like storytellers?

Who is the artist, and what kind of art do 
they make?
What can you tell about the artistõs style or 
technique?
What story or message do you think the 
artist is showing?
What materials and tools do you think the 
artist used to create this?
How is this artistõs work similar or different 
to the one we studied before?
What do you think the artist was inspired by 
ðnature, people, or feelings?
How has Katsushika Hokusai used line and 
movement in his waves?
What colours and textures has Anna 
Bregmanused in her collages?
How has Nick Mackmanmade her animal 
sculptures look real and full of character?
Can you make your own artwork inspired by 
one of these artists?
What do you like or find interesting about 
this artistõs work?
What does this artwork make you think or 
feel?
How does looking at other artists help you 
with your own ideas?
If you were an artist, what kind of art would 
you make?





Inclusive pedagogy for all learners in Art

How we create an inclusive environment in Art:

How we scaffold learning to support children who have literacy and numeracy difficulties:

How we scaffold learning to support children who struggle to retain vocabulary: 

In our art lessons, we create an inclusive environment by ensuring that the classroom layout and seating are flexible, allowing for both individual and group work based on each student's 
needs. Learners with fine motor difficulties have access to a broader range of resources, such as larger brushes, adaptive tools, and tactile materials, to help them engage fully in creative 
activities. For students with sensory needs, we provide visual aids and calming tools to help them feel comfortable and supported. We also ensure flexibility in how students approach 
tasks, offering the option to work independently or collaborate with peers, depending on what works best for them. To evaluate their work, we offer differentiated methods, such as using 
Widgit symbols, verbal feedback, or written reflections, so every child can express their understanding and progress. Throughout lessons, we encourage plenty of discussion time, allowing 
students to share their thoughts and ideas, while also offering a variety of model examples to inspire creativity. Pre-teaching vocabulary, techniques, and resources further ensures that all 
students, regardless of their learning styles or abilities, can engage with the material and succeed in expressing themselvesthrough art.

In our art lessons, we scaffold learning to support children with literacy and numeracy difficulties by providing various tools and strategies to make the learning process more accessible. 
Visual aids are used to help students identify artists' equipment and media, making it easier for them to understand and use the materials. Word and picture banks are available for 
reference, offering both visual and written support to reinforce vocabulary and concepts. To guide students through art processes, we use process templates that break down tasks into 
clear, manageable steps, helping them follow along at their own pace. Additionally, we model and demonstrate techniques, giving students the opportunity to imitate and practice the 
steps in a supportive environment. This hands-on, step-by-step approach ensures that all students, regardless of their literacy and numeracy abilities, can successfully engage with the art 
process, build their skills, and gain confidence in their creativity.

To support children who struggle to retain vocabulary in art, we scaffold learning by using a range of vocabulary and pre-teaching key terms before starting 
each lesson. This ensures that students are familiar with the words they will encounter, making it easier for them to understandand use them in context. We 
also encourage verbalizing the vocabulary in complete sentences, helping students connect the words to their creative processes.Talking postcards are used to 
reinforce vocabulary, allowing students to record their thoughts and ideas aloud, which supports both recall and articulation. Additionally, we offer differentiated 
ways for students to record evaluations of their work, such as through pictures, symbols, or simplified written statements, so they can express their 
understanding in a way that works best for them. By providing these strategies, we help children retain and apply art vocabulary, building their confidence and 
improving their ability to communicate about their artwork.



How we scaffold learning to support children who need time to develop conceptual understanding:

How we scaffold learning to support children with attention difficulties:

How we support children who struggle with change and transitions:

In our art lessons, we scaffold learning for children who need time to develop conceptual understanding by offering small group sessions to pre-teach essential concepts. This targeted 
support allows students to engage in focused learning, ensuring they grasp foundational ideas before applying them in larger class activities. We take the time to model and demonstrate 
each step of the artistic process, breaking down tasks into manageable parts so students can follow along with confidence. Through a participatory approach, students are encouraged to 
actively engage in the learning process by asking questions, contributing ideas, and practicing techniques. To help with memory retention, we show examples of completed work from 
previous lessons, reinforcing concepts and allowing students to visualise what success looks like. Visual aids, such as worked examples or step-by-step guides, are also used to support 
independent tasks, giving students clear references to follow as they complete their work. Additionally, we provide opportunities for peer collaboration, where students can work together, 
share feedback, and learn from one another. These strategies ensure that all students, regardless of their starting point, have the support they need to develop a deeper conceptual 
understanding of art at their own pace.

In our art lessons, we scaffold learning to support children with attention difficulties by implementing a range of strategies to maximise engagement and help them stay focused. We 
carefully position learners in the classroom to minimise distractions, ensuring they have a clear view of resources and instructions. A calm and organised environment is maintained, 
promoting focus and reducing anxiety. We break lessons into manageable chunks, offering regular brain breaks to help studentsreset and re-focus. Paired and group talk activities are 
incorporated, allowing students to engage with their peers and share ideas, which helps reinforce learning and provides opportunities for social interaction. To prepare students for what 
they will create, we pre-expose them to the content by showing the resources they will use or examples of the artists' work, giving them a clear understanding of the outcome they are 
aiming for. We also encourage learners to review their progress by looking back through their sketchbooks, helping them reflect on their growth. Movement breaks are provided to support 
self-regulation, allowing students to release energy and return to tasks with renewed focus. Additionally, we ensure that students have enough time to tidy away their materials at the end 
of the lesson, fostering responsibility and giving them a sense of closure. By combining these approaches, we create a structured, supportive learning environment that helps students with 
attention difficulties engage with the art process and succeed in their creative work.

In our art lessons, we support children who struggle with change and transitions by creating a structured and predictable routine. We begin each lesson by clearly outlining what will 
happen, providing a visual schedule or verbal cues so students know what to expect next. Transitions between activities are given extra time, and we use gentle prompts to guide students 
through each stage, helping them feel more secure and in control. To ease the transition to new tasks, we break lessons into smaller, more manageable steps, ensuring students have the 
support they need before moving on to a new part of the project. We also offer visual aids or examples to help them understand the changes, making the process less overwhelming. For 
students who find transitions particularly difficult, we allow them to take brief movement breaks or offer sensory tools to help them self-regulate. By providing a calm, consistent approach 
and offering time to process each change, we help students feel more confident and capable in navigating the shifts that comewith the creative process.







Pre-NURSERY 18-36 months

Names

Makes marks in 
sensory play with 
finger and sometimes 
tools
Notices and 
interested in the 
effects of making 
movements which 
leave marks
Explores colour and 
texture through 
sensory experiences
Creates with support 
from an adult e.g. 
balances blocks, 
makes marks on 
paper

Is beginning to make 
believe by pretending 
e.g. mouthing 
pretend food 



BASELINE NURSERY

Names
Can use pencils, 
paintbrushes, glue 
sticks and 
spreaders 
appropriately
Can name four 
colours correctly 
and uses colours to 
paint and draw but 
not always 
appropriately
Uses simple 
materials to create 
e.g. building a 
tower, painting on 
the easel, colouring 
a picture
Makes believe by 
pretending e.g. 
talking on the 
phone, hoovering, 
cooking



Working Towards END OF YEAR EXPECTATIONS FOR NURSERY
Names
Can use pencils, 
paintbrushes, glue 
sticks and 
spreaders 
appropriately
Talks about colours 
and textures

Talks about their 
creations

Role plays with 
some of the 
resources that are 
given to them 



Expected for  END OF NURSERY and baseline for Reception
Names

Uses some simple 
tools appropriately

Experiments with 
colour and texture 
and can use colours 
appropriately

Talks about their 
creations including 
some of the things 
they have used. 

Makes use of given 
resources 
appropriately when 
role playing e.g. 
farmers outfits, 
hosepipes for 
firefighters





Expected for  END OF NURSERY and baseline for Reception
Names

Uses some simple tools 
appropriately

Experiments with colour 
and texture and can use 
colours appropriately

Talks about their 
creations including some 
of the things they have 
used. 

Makes use of given 
resources appropriately 
when role playing e.g. 
farmers outfits, 
hosepipes for firefighters



Working TOWARDS EARLY LEARNING GOAL
Names

Begins to use and 
explore a variety of 
materials and tools 
experimenting with 
colour, texture and 
function.
Talks about their 
creations and talks 
about some of the 
things they did to 
make it. 

Makes use of props 
and materials when 
role playing.



Working AT EARLY LEARNING GOAL
Names

Safely use and 
explore a variety 
of materials, tools 
and techniques, 
experimenting 
with colour, 
design, texture, 
form and function
Share their 
creations, 
explaining the 
process they have 
used
Make use of props 
and materials 
when role playing 
characters in 
narratives and 
stories



Working above THE EARLY LEARNING GOAL
Names

Chooses the 
appropriate tools, 
techniques and 
materials to use and 
can talk about why 
they have chosen 
those over others. 
Talks about the safe 
use of tools and 
advises others
Follows the design, 
make, evaluate 
process when creating 
and can talk in detail 
at each step 
independently

Creates their own 
props and materials to 
use in role play





Working BELOW THE EXPECTED STANDARD

Names

Canhold and usedrawing tools with supportbut finds
controldifficult.
Can make simple marks or shapes but may not
representreal objectsclearly.
Cancopybasiclinesor patternswhenguided.

Canadd a few simpledetailswith help.

Can use a paintbrushwith support but strugglesto
controlpaint and brushstrokes.
Can use a small range of colours but does not mix
themindependently.
Can fill spacewith colourbut without muchawareness
of shapeor form.
Can talk a little about what they have painted with
adult help.
Can handlemodellingmaterialswith supportbut finds
shapingdifficult.
Canmakeverysimple3D formswith help.

Canjoin materialswhenshownhow, but work may not
hold togetherwell.
Can talk briefly about what they have made when
prompted.
Can look at an artwork when prompted and say
somethingsimplethey notice.



Working TOWARDS THE EXPECTED STANDARD

Names

Canusedrawingtoolswith somecontroland purpose.

Can draw simpleshapesor forms to representfamiliar
objects.
Can experimentwith linesand marksto showpattern
or texture.
Canadd somedetail or expressionwith support.

Canusea brushwith increasingcontrol.

Can select colours and begin to mix them to show
simpletones.
Canpaint recognisableobjectsor scenes.

Can describechoicesof colour or brush size with
guidance.
Canshapeand join materialswith developingcontrol.

Canplanand createa simple3D form.

Canexperimentwith differentmaterialsand textures.

Can explain in simple terms what their sculpture
represents.
Can talk about an artistõswork or picturewith support
and saywhat they like or notice.



Working AT THE EXPECTED STANDARD

Names

Candraw with control and accuracyto representideas
or observations.
Can use a range of lines, shapes, and marks
confidently.
Canadd detail to showtexture,pattern,and form.

Can talk about their drawing and suggest simple
improvements.
Can paint with control, choosingappropriatebrushes
and techniques.
Can mix coloursconfidently to achievedesiredtones
and shades.
Can representideas or observationsclearly through
colourand composition.
Can explain the choicesmade during the painting
process.
Can build and join materials to create stable,
purposeful3D forms.
Can usetools safelyand effectivelyto shapeand add
texture.
Can choosematerialsthat suit the intendeddesignor
idea.
Candescribehow their sculpturewasmadeand what it
represents.
Can describehow their own work is similar to or
differentfrom anartistõswork they havestudied.



Working ABOVE THE EXPECTED STANDARD

Names

Candraw imaginativelyand with strongcontrolof line,
tone,and form.
Can combine different techniquesto create depth,
texture,and detail.
Canusedrawingto expressfeelingsor ideasclearly.

Canreviewand refinedrawingsindependently.

Can usepaint skilfully to createatmosphere,depth,or
expression.
Can mix and layer colours precisely for intended
effects.
Can plan and adapt compositionsthoughtfully as they
work.
Can evaluate and refine paintings independentlyto
improvequality.
Can design and construct imaginative,well-balanced
3D forms.
Can usematerialsand tools with precisionto achieve
intendedtexturesand details.
Can show understandingof proportion, balance,and
structurein their work.
Canreflecton and adapt their sculptureto enhancethe
final outcome.
Can comparetheir own work thoughtfully to that of
differentartistsor designersand explainhow they were
inspiredor influenced.







Below Working Towards On Track for Expected Expected+
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