


#WecanWewillTogether



How our Mission, Vision and Values are reflected in Reading and Phonics
Our school demonstrates inclusivity in teaching phonics and reading by ensuring that every child can access, enjoy and succeed in their journey of learning to 
read. Teaching is carefully adapted through targeted support, scaffoldedresources the use of widgitsand Makaton signing. Responsive assessment is used so that 
all learners, including those with additional needs, make strong progress. Diverse, engaging texts that reflect childrenõs backgrounds and experiences, fostering 
belonging and motivation. By creating a supportive environment where every voice is valued and every success is celebrated, the school nurtures confident,
capable readers.

Through the use of stories with key ôbig themesõ e.g. Teamwork/Friendship, Family/Identity, the Natural World children explore, learnabout and develop compassion, 
empathy and a sense of morality. They explore their own views and principles and those of others through discussions, verbal debates, role play and comparisons. 
Children also develop their understanding of morals and principles by using their speaking and writing skills to raise awarenessof key issues in the world including 
healthy eating, plastics in the sea and campaigns for endangered species which are shared beyond the school setting.

Our school demonstrates tenacity in its reading and phonics curriculum through relentless commitment to securing strong early foundations for every child. Tenacity is 
not only modelled by adults; it is nurtured and developed within the children themselves. Children are supported to develop resilience and to have a hard working 
attitude. They develop an understanding that learning to read requires effort, practice and determination. They are encouraged to keep blending when a word feels 
tricky, to re-read when meaning is not yet secure and to practise graphemes and tricky words until they become automatic. Mistakes are treated as part of the learning 
process, and children are supported to try again with confidence. Children develop stamina to read for longer periods, pride in improving their accuracy and enjoyment in 
seeing their own progress.

Our school demonstrates the value of collaboration by working closely as a team to deliver consistent, high-quality phonics and reading teaching. Collaboration is also 
nurtured among children through partner reading, shared phonics practice They hold discussions in pairs, small groups, in front of the class and use sentence stems to 
support their talk to each other to share ideas, to give their opinions and to debate and challenge each otherõs thinking. The children also have the opportunity to work 
collaboratively to role play stories and scenarios, to hot seat characters and take part in other drama activities such as freeze frames and conscience alley to work 
together to deepen their understanding of characters, settings, themes etc. both for reading and in preparation for writing.This enables childrento build confidence and 
learn from one another. Strong partnerships with families also further strengthen these approaches, with clear communication, workshops, ensuring that phonics and 

reading development continues beyond the classroom. 

For children, ambition is shown through a carefully sequenced, knowledge-rich phonics curriculum that prioritises precision, fluency and deep understanding. Children are 
taught to master graphemeðphoneme correspondence, blending and segmenting with accuracy before moving forward, ensuring strong foundations for future reading and 
writing. Carefully matched decodable books enable success, while exposure to rich, high-quality texts broadens language, knowledge and imagination.They are exposed 
to ambitious vocabulary, high-quality texts and meaningful reading experiences that extend beyond decoding, fostering comprehension, curiosity and a genuine love of 
reading. 



English is a fundamental aspect of a personõs education and their wider lives. It is a truly essential subject, which is actually too broad an aspect 
to think of merely as a subject area, to do this would be a disservice and missed opportunity within the curriculum. It has afluidity as a set of 
skills that means it links deeply and embeds within all that we need to do, to think, to communicate and to understand. Without a high-quality 
education in English, there is not only the risk of barriers to learning but ultimately of barriers to life as Ludwig Wittgenstein said òThe limits of 
my language are the limits of my world.ó Our aim is to spark a life-long love in our children for the spoken and written word, while also 
promoting and developing a high standard of language and literacy that enables us to instruct, guide and prepare children to have their own 
strong command of the spoken and written word. Our hope is to inspire our children to see the world of possibilities that is opened up to them 
and the enjoyment that can be brought through reading for enjoyment, writing and speaking that will stay with them into theiradult lives.

We believe that every child should have the opportunity to develop key English skills, which will ultimately enable them to become fluent readers 
and writers who read to not only research and acquire information but for pleasure and doing so often. We understand that to achieve this our 
pupils need to develop a wide-ranging vocabulary and build a firm understanding of the grammatical and linguistic conventions needed to 
communicate effectively, accurately and coherently when reading, writing and speaking. We structure learning opportunities toallow the 
knowledge and skills to be acquired and practised repeatedly and systematically so that all pupils can demonstrate this with increasing 
understanding, accuracy, competency and confidence over time. Research from Rosenshineand Deans for Impact ôThe Science of Learningõ 
shows that this is crucial to enable children to think and work at a much deeper level. As children move through school, we model and explore 
how to adapt their language styles to a range of contexts, purposes and audiences to enable them to become highly effective communicators 
who can communicate intellectually, use discussion in order to learn, elaborate and explain their thinking and ideas clearly and can demonstrate 
to others and participate actively in debates. 





Rocket Phonics First Steps lays the foundations of phonics and literacy development. It is a language development 
programme that features phonological awareness and early phonics exposure as well as rich speech and language 
models. The programmeõs ethos is exposure and experiences without expectations. We provide young children with 
exposure to a wealth of phonics and literacy experiences, but we do not place unrealistic expectations on them to 

remember or use the knowledge and skills we teach. 

Providing a systematic and thorough programme of teaching for such young children could be seen as controversial 
but the intention of Rocket Phonics First Steps is to complement your holistic Early Years curriculum, not to replace 
it. We know that you will be providing an abundance of child initiated discovery learning and play alongside the 

gently adult-led and guided First Steps sessions. There is no expectation that children at nursery age will be able to 
identify letter-sounds, although many will amaze you with their engagement and recollection. Young children 

naturally show interest in the letters and words around them and if this interest is not nurtured children can develop 
unhelpful habits such as starting to read by memorising whole words, writing in capital letters only, forming letters 

incorrectly and saying letter names instead of sounds. These habits can be difficult to undo later.

In Rocket Phonics First Steps the primary objective is not to teach reading and writing. First Steps lays the 
foundations ready for reading and writing by ensuring children can hear and say sounds. For this reason, the order 
of teaching in First Steps follows childrenõs natural speech development. Children typically master the production of 

sounds m, b, p, d, n, t and k before they get to grips with l, j, ch, s, v, shand z.















Ideas for provision
ÅSong banks and themed toys
ÅPlaying instruments
ÅMaking instruments
ÅAnimal/environmental sound games
ÅSorting sounds
ÅUsing voices to mimic sounds
ÅMatching sounds/rhyming words
ÅSound walks
ÅAlliteration games
ÅStory sacks and instruments



Each week children will take part in activities where they will: -
Å Be introduced to a speech sound using a flashcard and picture.
Å Be introduced to vocabulary that begins with that speech sound.
Å Have a ômemory hookõ physical activity linked to the speech sound.

Å Learn a ditty linked to the speech sound.
Å Learn a Nursery Rhyme linked to the speech sound.

Å Work through hearing part of a story that focuses page by page on 
a speech sound with items to name that begin with that speech 

sound on the page.
Å Play speech sound activity games.



Physical Memory Hook - Use a mouse wind up toy and say move, move, move the mouse making the mouse 
run along the floor towards a child, repeat for other children.



Physical Memory Hook - Use bubble mixture and a bubble wand, blow bubbles and say Pop, Pop, Pop the bubbles. 
Encourage children to join in with popping the bubbles saying pop, pop, pop!



Physical Memory Hook ðBlowing up a balloon and letting it go ðsay Blow, Blow, Blow the balloon. Let the balloon go 
around the children and repeat.



Physical Memory Hook ðMake some NOISE with the noisy talking parrot. 



Physical Memory Hook ðMoving around like a tortoise, tiger etc.  



Physical Memory Hook ðSay dart, dragonfly, dart ðwind up/elastic band release dragonfly to fly around the room.



Physical Memory Hook ðWAKE UP Max! Max keeps falling to sleep and the children need to wake him up!



Physical Memory Hook ðHop Little Bunnies Hop, hop, hop song on YouTube



Physical Memory Hook ðCatch and kick the beach ball



Physical Memory Hook ðG-G-G-GO! For different actions  



Physical Memory Hook ðFrog-in-a-box ðReady, Steady, FROG!  



Physical Memory Hook ðSay snake goes ssss, ssss, ssssðhave a toy snake that moves from side to side./flour through a 
sieve to make it snow while playing let it go! 



Physical Memory Hook ðAlligator snap ðMake arms into an alligator mouth and hit hands together to snap. 



Physical Memory Hook ðInk wash ðUse the visualiserand have a large i in crayon on a piece of paper and ink wash over 
the top with different colours to make i appear



Physical Memory Hook ðEgg rolling down a builders tray   



Physical Memory Hook ðMake an orange octopus using a tube of orange paper. 



Physical Memory Hook ðPlay singing in the rain and dance with imaginary umbrellas. 



Physical Memory Hook ðPour water through a sieve over an umbrella to make it rain.



Physical Memory Hook ðSing and dance to busy busybumblebees song ðpretend to be bees flying around Nursery to the 
flowers.  



Physical Memory Hook ðPull down the blinds and turn of the lights ðplay with different light up toys ðsay ready, steady, 
LIGHT!



Physical Memory Hook ðMake soap bubble snakes and say make a soap snake, make a 
soap snake. 



Physical Memory Hook ðSweetcorn paint roll ðUse the visualiser, dip the corn into paint and roll it across the paper to 
make a pattern.



Physical Memory Hook ðEgg race with a wooden spoon  



Physical Memory Hook ðFoam rocket launcher ðcount down from 10 and zoom to the moon!  



Physical Memory Hook ðUse a yo-yo ðsay ready steady YO-YO and then say yo-yo down, yo-yo up up as the yo-yo moves.  



Physical Memory Hook ðPlay whoopla with rings ðready steady throw the ring! 



Physical Memory Hook ðPlay the Postman Pat theme tune and pretend to be Pat driving around in his van. Make a vvvvnoise 
as you drive. 



Physical Memory Hook ðUse the visualiserand turn a leaf into a leaf person. 



Physical Memory Hook ðSing chick chickchickchickchicken to a stuffed chick toy and egg.   



Physical Memory Hook ðSay here is my shell and show the children a big shell. Say sh, sh, sh, listen to the sea and put the 
shell up to your ear to listen. 



Physical Memory Hook ðLoad up 2paint a picture on the board and make zig-zag patterns saying zig-zag, zig-zag as you make 
your pattern.



Physical Memory Hook ðGrow a rainbow ðcolour a rainbow onto each end of a strip of kitchen towel and put into two cups 
of water ðsay grow rainbow grow/sing I can make a rainbow, make a rainbow, make a rainbow too.  



Physical Memory Hook ðSing Jelly on a plate and wobble jelly on a plate



Physical Memory Hook ðSing Tom Thumb/give tickles with a clean feather duster



Physical Memory Hook ðWear a crown and cloak and play a game of ôQueen sayséõ  



Physical Memory Hook ðHide a fox in a box, take him out and play a game of Where is Fox? Say fox isé and where he is in 
relation to the box ðFox in the box, Fox is on the box, Fox is next to the box etc. 





What is Rocket Phonics? 

Rocket Phonics is a fully resourced, systematic synthetic phonics programme that provides you with everything you need to 
teach children to read and write. It provides a combination of digital and printed resources, and a fully matched series of 
decodable reading books. 

Big Books 
At the heart of the programme are the digital-ƻƴƭȅ Ψ.ƛƎ .ƻƻƪǎΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘ ƻŦ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ-rich stories to teach all the target 
letter-sounds in context.



Big Books 
At the heart of the programme are the digital-ƻƴƭȅ Ψ.ƛƎ .ƻƻƪǎΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘ ƻŦ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ-rich stories to teach all the target 
letter-sounds in context.



Flashcards 
The Flashcards are designed for reviewing previously taught letter-sounds as well as introducing new letter-sounds. They are 
available as print and digital versions. The digital versions can be launched from the Big Books and include audio of the 
letter-sounds and example words.



Pupil Practice Booklets
The Pupil Practice Booklets enable children to 
practise and apply blending and segmenting 
skills at letter-sound, word, sentence and text 
levels. These are available as printed booklets 
for the children to complete. A read-only version 
is available digitally for teacher reference and 
for display when explaining the activities to the 
children.



Frieze and Sounds Mats 
The Frieze and Sounds Mats are 
available to download and print 
off from the Online Subscription. 
They can be used as a visual 
reference to support letter-
sound recognition, letter 
formation and spelling.



Target Practice Reading Books 

The Target Practice reading 
books provide focused practice 
of small groups of target letter-
sounds. The books are fully 
decodable and fully aligned with 
a the programme, and can be 
used for whole-class, group 
guided, one-to-one and 
independent reading. (See the 
weekly lesson plans for when 
these books become decodable.)
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First few weeks in September Settling in to Reception: -

- Phase 1 Assessments and Rocket Phonics Baseline Assessments
- Reception Baseline Assessments
- Group children and begin using the scheme









Ideas for provision
ÅSorting by sound/not that sound
ÅSorting by sounds (building up these over the weeks)
ÅSorting by letter
ÅMatching sounds
ÅMatching letters
ÅSorting capital and lower case letters
ÅStamping letters to match sounds
ÅStamping letters to match letters
ÅPosting items that begin with a sound
ÅPosting letters into the correct letter box
ÅPosting capital letters and posting lower case letters
ÅMemory pairs



Take time here to read and write two letter cv vc words 
using ôsatipnõ

at
an
as
it
in
is

Form simple sentence starts using these words - It isé    
It is aé



Ideas for provision for cv and vc moving 
into cvcand beyond when ready

ÅSorting words
ÅMatching words
ÅStamping letters to make words
ÅPosting words
ÅMemory pairs with words
ÅWord building to blend with different resources
ÅSpelling cvcwords with magnetic letters/cut and stick
ÅOnset and rime activities









After learning mdgock build 2 letter real words using 
these sounds ðam, on , and independently practise 
matching/lotto game/spelling 1st set of 2 letter real 

words (whilst learning next set of initial sounds and any 
CE words in the scheme)

Form simple sentence starts using these words ð
It isé     It is aé    I amé     I am aé









After learning ck eurhb build 2 letter real words using 
these sounds ðe.g. up and independently practise 
matching/lotto game/spelling 1st and 2nd set of 2 letter real 
words.

Introduce 2 letter ôsillyõ words ðalien words ðvc alien 
words powerpointusing only sounds they know so far ð
(use only common endings for cvcwords as these are 
easier to blend ðed, og, ip, ad, en, ig, ug, ap



Some children may need this extra step (others would just carry on to 
begin cvcas below) This is for children who struggle to blend.

onset and rhyme ðuse yellow letter blocks, yellow letter tiles to build 
onset and rhyme words using the endings on the previous slide:-
b  ed = bed,  r  ed = red,  f  ed = fed (one onset and rhyme per day 
over a week or more if needed, some SEND children need to focus on 
one/two per week). 

Play plenty of games to match words, spell words, add beginning, add 
ending. When confident move to step below.



cvc block of learning ðmissing beginning sound from any 
real cvc,
missing end sound from any real cvc, missing middle sound from 
any real cvc, missing any sound (beg/mid/end) from any real 
cvc.

When secure with CVC - cvcalien words powerpoint







Take time here to add in additional activities in 
class to introduce alien words and decoding 

pseudo (ôAlienõ) words to check phonic knowledge.





















Take time here to add in additional activities in 
class to introduce alien words and decoding 

pseudo (ôAlienõ) words to check phonic knowledge.













Take time here to add in additional activities in 
class to introduce alien words and decoding 

pseudo (ôAlienõ) words to check phonic knowledge.
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Throughout Year One use alien words for decoding 
pseudo (ôAlienõ) words for sounds learnt as part of 

lesson introductions to check phonic knowledge 
additional in class activities will then be planned 
outside of phonics for sets of sounds that have 

been learnt.
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Take time here to add in additional activities in 
class to introduce alien words and decoding 

pseudo (ôAlienõ) words to check phonic knowledge.


























